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Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years
War

Jonathan Sumption's "The Hundred Years War": A
Comprehensive Guide

Jonathan Sumption's "The Hundred Years War" offers a sweeping and insightful account of a pivotal
period in European history. This guide will delve into understanding the book, its strengths, limitations,
and how to effectively use it for research and understanding the conflict. I. Understanding the Scope of
the Hundred Years' War Before diving into Sumption's work, it's crucial to grasp the context of the
Hundred Years' War (1337-1453). This wasn't a single, continuous war but a series of overlapping
conflicts, dynastic disputes, and shifting alliances. Key elements include: • Dynastic Claims: The
English kings claimed the French throne, igniting a struggle for legitimacy and power. • Economic
Rivalry: Control over trade routes and resources, particularly wool and wine, played a critical role. •
Military Innovations: The development of new weaponry and tactics, like the longbow and the rise of
professional armies, reshaped warfare. • Political and Social Transformations: The war impacted
the development of national identities, royal power, and social structures. II. Jonathan Sumption's
Approach: A Critical Lens Sumption, a distinguished legal historian, approaches the Hundred Years' War
with a keen eye for detail and a deep understanding of the political and social forces at play. His book
goes beyond traditional military narratives, offering nuanced perspectives on: • Social History: He
explores the daily lives of soldiers, peasants, and nobles, providing a rich tapestry of human
experience. For example, he details the economic hardships of the war on the French peasantry. •
Political Intrigue: Sumption meticulously analyzes the motivations of various rulers, nobles, and
factions, revealing the complexity of the political landscape. The intricacies of French court politics are
a crucial aspect. • Military Strategy: While he provides a comprehensive overview of battles and
campaigns, he also analyses the strategies of both sides, highlighting their successes and failures. The
English use of the chevauchée is a case in point. III. Utilizing Sumption's Work for Research and Study •
Step-by-Step Approach to Using the Book: 1. Initial Overview: Begin by reading the and conclusion
to grasp the author's thesis and argument. 2. Detailed Chapter Analysis: Focus on specific chapters that
address areas of interest, like the roles of key figures (e.g., Edward III, Philip VI). 3. Cross-Referencing:
Use the footnotes and bibliography to further investigate supporting materials and sources. Sumption's
extensive research is a key feature. 4. Critical Evaluation: Consider the limitations of the text. Does he
offer enough nuance on opposing viewpoints? Are there arguments missing? • Best Practices for
Effective Study: • Historical Context: Place the war within its broader historical context, considering the
preceding and subsequent periods. • Comparative Analysis: Compare Sumption's account with other
historians' interpretations of events to gain a well-rounded view. • Note-Taking: Take detailed notes
on key events, figures, and arguments. • Outlining: Create an outline of the major themes and
arguments in the book to solidify your understanding. IV. Common Pitfalls to Avoid: •
Oversimplification: Sumption's complex narrative can be challenging; avoid oversimplifying intricate
political maneuvering and military strategies. • Ignoring Context: The war cannot be understood in
isolation; understanding its socioeconomic and political context is crucial. • Misinterpreting Primary
Sources: While Sumption relies on primary sources, they must be interpreted within the framework of
his historical methodology. • Neglecting Alternative Perspectives: While Sumption provides an



important perspective, remember that other historians may offer differing interpretations. V.
Examples of Sumption's Insights Sumption's analysis of the English tactics and their motivations,
and their eventual failure in France, provides significant insights into the complexity of warfare. He also
deftly explores the social and economic impacts of the war on both England and France, demonstrating
how these factors influenced the conflict's course. VI. Summary Jonathan Sumption's "The Hundred
Years War" provides a comprehensive, yet nuanced perspective on one of Europe's most significant
conflicts. His meticulous research, detailed analysis, and focus on social and political dynamics make
his account indispensable for anyone seeking to understand this era. However, remember the historical
context and consider the limitations of any single interpretation when using his work. VII. Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQs) 1. Q: What is the book's primary argument? A: Sumption argues that the
Hundred Years' War was a complex and multifaceted conflict shaped by dynastic ambitions, economic
rivalries, military innovations, and political machinations. He presents the conflict as a clash of cultures
and societies. 2. Q: How does Sumption's book differ from other accounts of the Hundred Years' War?
A: Sumption emphasizes social and political history in a way that other accounts often do not. He
emphasizes the human experience and the intricacies of the political machinations during the conflict,
enriching the understanding. 3. Q: What are the strengths of Sumption's approach? A: His vast
research, engagement with primary sources, and clear presentation of complex material are strengths.
His ability to weave together different strands of history in a meaningful way is also noteworthy. 4. Q:
Who is this book suitable for? A: This book is suitable for students, researchers, and anyone with an
interest in medieval history, military strategy, and European political history. 5. Q: Is it accessible to
general readers? A: While detailed, Sumption's writing is accessible to general readers who are willing
to engage with the material's intricacies. His style facilitates understanding despite the subject's
complexity.

Jonathan Sumption and the Hundred Years' War: A Deep
Dive into a Defining Conflict

The Hundred Years' War, a protracted and often brutal series of conflicts that spanned over a century
(roughly 1337 to 1453), remains one of the most significant periods in European history. It reshaped
the political landscapes of England and France, fostered nascent national identities, and saw the
evolution of military tactics and technology. While many historians have delved into this complex era,
few have done so with the depth, nuance, and engaging narrative style of Sir Jonathan Sumption. His
monumental multi-volume history of the Hundred Years' War is not just a scholarly achievement; it's a
captivating journey into the heart of medieval warfare, politics, and the very essence of human
ambition and resilience. Sumption, a distinguished historian and a former Lord Justice of Appeal, brings
a unique perspective to his work. His legal background lends him a keen eye for detail, an appreciation
for evidence, and a talent for dissecting complex arguments. This translates into a historical account
that is meticulously researched, logically structured, and remarkably accessible, even for those who
might not consider themselves seasoned medievalists. His approach goes beyond simply recounting
battles and genealogies; he seeks to understand the motivations, the fears, and the grand strategies
that drove the key players on both sides of this epic struggle.

The Genesis of a Century-Long Strife: Sumption's Unpacking of
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the War's Origins
One of Sumption's greatest strengths lies in his meticulous exploration of the war's origins. It's easy to
point to the English claim to the French throne as the sole catalyst, but Sumption skillfully reveals a far
more intricate web of interlocking grievances, dynastic disputes, and economic rivalries. He delves into
the complex feudal relationships between the English monarchy and the French crown, a situation that
created inherent friction and ambition. The death of the Capetian kings of France in 1328 without a
direct male heir opened a Pandora's Box of succession issues. Philip VI of Valois, a cousin, ascended the
throne, but Edward III of England, whose mother was a Capetian princess, believed he had a stronger
claim. Sumption doesn't shy away from the legalistic arguments, but he also highlights how these
dynastic claims were often a convenient pretext for more fundamental territorial and political
ambitions. The English duchy of Aquitaine (also known as Gascony) was a constant thorn in the side of
the French monarchy, a vast territory held by the English king as a vassal to the French king, a
situation ripe for conflict. Sumption also emphasizes the economic factors. The lucrative wool trade
between England and Flanders, a region nominally under French suzerainty but heavily reliant on
English wool, was another significant point of contention. The French attempts to exert control over
Flanders and the English efforts to protect their economic interests were deeply intertwined with the
unfolding military and political drama.

More Than Just Battles: Sumption's Focus on the Human
Element of Warfare
While the military campaigns are undoubtedly a crucial component of the Hundred Years' War,
Sumption’s work transcends a mere chronicle of battles. He is renowned for bringing the human
experience of warfare vividly to life. He paints a picture of the soldiers, from the aristocratic knights in
their gleaming armour to the common archers who proved so devastatingly effective for the English. He
explores their motivations, their hardships, their loyalties, and their fears. Sumption’s exploration of the
logistics of medieval warfare is particularly impressive. He details the immense challenges of feeding,
arming, and moving armies across vast distances, highlighting the importance of supply lines, foraging,
and the sheer physical toll on both men and horses. This grounded approach makes the grand
narratives of battles feel more real and relatable. He doesn't just describe the outcome of Crécy or
Poitiers; he immerses the reader in the mud, the confusion, and the sheer brutality of these
encounters. He also delves into the psychological impact of war on individuals and societies. The
constant threat of invasion, the destruction of villages, the plunder, and the ransoming of prisoners left
deep scars. Sumption examines how these experiences shaped the attitudes and outlook of people
living through this tumultuous period.

Key Figures and Their Motivations: Sumption's Character
Studies
The Hundred Years' War was shaped by a cast of extraordinary personalities, and Sumption excels at
bringing them to life. He provides nuanced portraits of figures like Edward III, a king driven by a potent
mix of ambition, pride, and a genuine belief in his dynastic rights. He meticulously dissects the
strategies and character of the Black Prince, Edward III's formidable son, whose military prowess and
sometimes ruthless tactics left an indelible mark. On the French side, Sumption sheds light on the
complex and often flawed reigns of the Valois kings, from Philip VI to Charles VI. He explores their
political maneuvering, their internal struggles, and their attempts to counter the English threat. The



emergence of Joan of Arc, the Maid of Orléans, is treated with the reverence and historical rigor it
deserves. Sumption grapples with the extraordinary nature of her impact, analyzing her military and
spiritual influence on the French cause and the subsequent political ramifications. Sumption's ability to
weave together the personal stories of these individuals with the broader sweep of historical events is a
testament to his skill as a storyteller and historian. He makes these historical figures feel like real
people with complex motivations, rather than mere pawns in a grand game.

The Shifting Tides of War: Sumption's Chronicle of Campaigns
and Turning Points
The Hundred Years' War was not a monolithic conflict but a series of distinct phases, marked by periods
of intense fighting followed by uneasy truces. Sumption’s multi-volume work allows him to meticulously
chart these shifting tides. He dedicates significant attention to the early English successes, driven by
their superior military tactics, particularly the devastating effectiveness of the English longbow. The
battles of Crécy (1346) and Poitiers (1356) are analyzed in detail, showcasing how these seemingly
outnumbered English forces repeatedly triumphed over their French counterparts. However, Sumption
doesn’t present a simplistic narrative of English dominance. He meticulously documents the French
resurgence, the internal challenges faced by England, and the impact of events like the Black Death,
which significantly disrupted both societies and military campaigns. He explores the protracted sieges,
the chevauchées (destructive raids), and the economic drain that the war imposed on both kingdoms.
The later stages of the war, including the French recovery under Charles V and the renewed English
offensives under Henry V, are equally well-explored. Sumption provides a clear and compelling account
of the Battle of Agincourt (1415), another famous English victory that cemented their military
reputation, and the subsequent Treaty of Troyes, which appeared to seal the fate of France. Yet, as
Sumption masterfully illustrates, the war was far from over. The rise of Joan of Arc and the subsequent
French campaigns mark a dramatic turning point, leading to the eventual expulsion of the English from
most of their French territories and the consolidation of the French monarchy.

The Enduring Legacy: Sumption's Insights into the War's Long-
Term Impact
Jonathan Sumption's magnum opus is not just about the events themselves but also about their lasting
consequences. He emphasizes how the Hundred Years' War played a crucial role in the development of
national identities in both England and France. The shared struggle, the common enemies, and the
propaganda generated by the conflict helped to forge a sense of belonging and a collective identity
that transcended regional loyalties. The war also spurred significant military innovations. The decline of
cavalry as the dominant force on the battlefield and the rise of infantry, particularly archers and later
gunpowder artillery, fundamentally changed the nature of warfare. Sumption meticulously traces these
developments, showing how they were a direct response to the challenges and opportunities presented
by the Hundred Years' War. Furthermore, the economic and social upheaval caused by the prolonged
conflict had profound effects on medieval society. The constant need for funds led to increased
taxation, the development of more sophisticated financial systems, and, in some cases, social unrest.
Sumption’s work provides invaluable insights into these wider societal transformations.

Why Jonathan Sumption's Work is Essential for Understanding
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the Hundred Years' War
In conclusion, Sir Jonathan Sumption's multi-volume history of the Hundred Years' War is an
indispensable resource for anyone seeking to understand this pivotal period. His work is characterized
by: * **Unparalleled Research:** Drawing on a vast array of primary and secondary sources, Sumption
provides a meticulously researched and authoritative account. * **Engaging Narrative:** Despite its
academic rigor, his writing is remarkably accessible and captivating, making even the most complex
historical events come alive. * **Nuanced Analysis:** Sumption avoids simplistic interpretations,
instead delving into the intricate motivations, strategies, and consequences of the war. * **Human-
Centric Approach:** He masterfully brings the human element of warfare and its impact on individuals
and societies to the forefront. * **Comprehensive Scope:** His multi-volume work allows for an in-depth
exploration of the war's origins, progress, and enduring legacy. For historians, students, and general
readers alike, Jonathan Sumption's exploration of the Hundred Years' War offers a profound and
unforgettable journey into one of history's most defining conflicts. It's a testament to his skill that he
can make such a long and complex period of history not only understandable but also utterly
compelling. His work sets a new standard for historical writing, reminding us that the past is not just a
collection of dates and facts, but a vibrant tapestry of human experience, ambition, and struggle. The
**Hundred Years' War** remains a cornerstone of medieval history, and Jonathan Sumption's
contribution to its understanding is simply monumental. The **origins of the Hundred Years' War**, its
**key battles**, and the **impact on England and France** are all illuminated by his scholarly prowess.
His detailed accounts of **medieval warfare** and the **strategies employed** by figures like Edward
III and Joan of Arc are essential reading. The **Vassalage of Aquitaine** and the **Valois dynasty's
claims** are dissected with clarity and precision. Anyone interested in the **history of the Hundred
Years' War** will find Sumption's work an unparalleled guide.

Jonathan Sumption’s The Hundred Years’ War: A
Masterful Exploration of Medieval Conflict and Its
Enduring Legacy

Jonathan Sumption’s The Hundred Years’ War stands as a compelling and authoritative account of one
of medieval Europe’s most transformative conflicts. Rather than offering a mere chronological
recounting of battles and treaties, Sumption weaves a rich narrative that illuminates the political,
social, and cultural forces shaping the war’s evolution over more than a century. His work transcends
traditional military history by examining how the struggle between England and France influenced
national identities, governance, and the very nature of warfare itself.

At its core, Sumption’s analysis centers on the Hundred Years’ War not just as a series of clashes, but
as a prolonged contest for sovereignty and legitimacy. Spanning from 1337 to 1453, the war was
marked by shifting alliances, dynastic ambitions, and deep-seated national rivalries. Sumption skillfully
unpacks the complex interplay between English and French monarchies, exploring how key figures like
Edward III, Philip VI, and Joan of Arc shaped pivotal moments. His narrative reveals how military
innovations—such as the rise of the longbow and evolving siege tactics—interacted with political shifts,
including the weakening of feudal structures and the emergence of centralized states.

The book offers profound insights into the human dimension of war. Sumption brings to life the
experiences of soldiers, nobles, and commoners alike, highlighting how prolonged conflict reshaped



medieval society. From the devastation of rural communities to the psychological toll on combatants,
his writing captures the visceral reality behind historical records. He also emphasizes how propaganda,
religious justification, and national mythmaking fueled support for the war, demonstrating how ideology
and warfare were deeply intertwined.

For students, historians, and enthusiasts of medieval history, The Hundred Years’ War serves as both a
detailed reference and a thought-provoking study. Its strength lies in balancing rigorous scholarship
with accessible storytelling, making complex events comprehensible without sacrificing depth. Readers
gain not only a timeline of campaigns but also a nuanced understanding of how this century-long
struggle laid foundations for modern nation-states and military doctrine.

Looking ahead, Sumption’s work remains relevant as contemporary conflicts echo the themes he
explores—identity politics, prolonged warfare, and the role of leadership in shaping historical outcomes.
As new generations study past conflicts, The Hundred Years’ War provides valuable context for
analyzing how societies endure, adapt, and redefine themselves amid sustained struggle. Its enduring
value lies in its ability to connect the past with present-day realities, reminding us that history is never
merely a record of what happened, but a lens through which we understand who we are.

Jonathan Sumption and the Hundred Years' War: A
Masterclass in Medieval Conflict

The Hundred Years' War, a sprawling and complex conflict that reshaped the geopolitical landscape of
medieval Europe, has long captivated historians and enthusiasts alike. For those seeking to understand
its intricacies, few voices are as authoritative or as engaging as that of Lord Jonathan Sumption. His
monumental multi-volume history of the war, widely acclaimed for its meticulous research, vivid prose,
and insightful analysis, has become the definitive account for a generation of readers. This article
delves into Sumption's groundbreaking work, exploring his approach to the conflict, key themes he
illuminates, and why his narrative remains so compelling.

The Genesis of a Scholarly Obsession
Jonathan Sumption, a distinguished historian, lawyer, and former Supreme Court judge, possesses a
rare ability to distill vast amounts of complex information into a coherent and compelling narrative. His
fascination with the Hundred Years' War began not as a fleeting academic interest, but as a deep-
seated intellectual pursuit. Sumption's initial foray into the subject matter was driven by a desire to
understand the fundamental reasons behind this prolonged and brutal struggle for dynastic and
territorial control between the English and French crowns. He recognized that the war was far more
than just a series of battles; it was a crucible that forged national identities, redefined military strategy,
and profoundly impacted the lives of ordinary people.

His commitment to the project is evident in the sheer scale of his undertaking. The publication of each
volume has been eagerly anticipated, and with good reason. Sumption doesn't shy away from the gritty
realities of medieval warfare, nor does he gloss over the political machinations and personal ambitions
that fueled the conflict. Instead, he meticulously reconstructs the events, drawing on a wide array of
primary sources – chronicles, legal documents, administrative records, and personal correspondence –
to provide an unparalleled level of detail and authenticity. His deep understanding of legal principles,
honed through his legal career, also lends a unique perspective to his analysis of the treaty
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negotiations, dynastic claims, and the evolving concepts of sovereignty and feudal obligation.

Illuminating the Dark Ages: Key Themes in Sumption's Work
Sumption's history of the Hundred Years' War is characterized by its thematic richness. While the
chronological progression of events is crucial, he consistently returns to several overarching themes
that provide a deeper understanding of the conflict's enduring significance.

The Personalities of Power: Kings, Knights, and Commanders

One of Sumption's greatest strengths lies in his vivid portrayal of the individuals who shaped the war.
He moves beyond mere names and dates, delving into the personalities, motivations, and often flawed
decisions of the key players. From the ambitious Edward III and the strategic brilliance of the Black
Prince to the resilient John II of France and the eventual triumph of Charles VII, Sumption brings these
historical figures to life. He examines their personal relationships, their perceived slights, and their
unwavering determination, demonstrating how individual agency could profoundly influence the course
of history. His analysis of military leadership, including the challenges faced by commanders in
maintaining discipline, securing resources, and adapting to evolving battlefield tactics, is particularly
insightful.

The Brutality and Logistics of Medieval Warfare

The Hundred Years' War was a period of immense suffering for the populations caught in its crossfire.
Sumption does not flinch from depicting the brutal realities of medieval warfare. He meticulously
details the devastating impact of chevauchées (raiding expeditions), the sieges that laid waste to towns
and countryside, and the widespread famine and disease that often accompanied military campaigns.
His research into the logistics of war – the procurement of food, weaponry, and manpower – reveals the
immense organizational challenges faced by both sides. He highlights the economic strain on
kingdoms, the reliance on mercenary companies, and the evolving nature of military finance, all of
which were critical to sustained warfare.

The Evolving Nature of Warfare and Military Innovation

The Hundred Years' War was not a static conflict; it witnessed significant developments in military
technology and tactics. Sumption's work expertly tracks these changes. He explores the ascendancy of
the English longbow and its devastating effectiveness against heavily armored French knights at
battles like Crécy and Poitiers. He also analyzes the growing importance of artillery, the development of
more sophisticated siege warfare, and the gradual shift towards more professionalized armies. This
focus on military innovation provides crucial context for understanding why certain battles were won
and lost, and how the war's duration spurred technological advancements.

The Complexities of Diplomacy and Peace

Despite its martial character, the Hundred Years' War was also punctuated by numerous attempts at
diplomacy and peace. Sumption dedicates significant attention to the intricate negotiations, the shifting
alliances, and the ultimately ephemeral nature of many peace treaties. He reveals the internal political
divisions within both England and France that hampered diplomatic efforts and underscores how
dynastic ambitions and territorial disputes were often intractable. His understanding of medieval legal
frameworks and the nuances of feudal loyalties provides a compelling lens through which to examine
these attempts at conflict resolution.



The Forging of National Identities

Perhaps one of the most profound consequences of the Hundred Years' War was its role in the nascent
formation of distinct English and French national identities. Sumption argues that the shared
experiences of warfare, the development of national languages and literature, and the common
struggles against a foreign enemy fostered a sense of collective identity. He traces how the rhetoric of
kings and the narratives of chroniclers contributed to this process, solidifying the idea of a unified
"nation" in ways that were previously less defined. This thematic thread adds a crucial layer of
interpretative depth to his historical account.

Why Sumption's Hundred Years' War Matters Today
Jonathan Sumption's four-volume masterpiece, The Hundred Years' War, stands as a monumental
achievement in historical scholarship. His work is not merely a chronicle of battles and kings; it is a
profound exploration of power, ambition, human resilience, and the brutal realities of conflict. For
students of medieval history, military strategists, and anyone fascinated by the forces that shape
nations, Sumption's narrative offers an unparalleled and deeply rewarding journey. His meticulous
research, coupled with his exceptional prose and analytical acumen, ensures that his account of this
pivotal period in European history will remain the benchmark for years to come. The enduring legacy of
his work lies in its ability to make the distant past feel immediate, relatable, and ultimately, profoundly
relevant to our understanding of the present.

The sheer scope and depth of Sumption's research have set a new standard for historical writing on the
Hundred Years' War. He has masterfully navigated the labyrinthine complexities of medieval politics
and warfare, presenting a narrative that is both intellectually rigorous and captivatingly readable. His
insights into the social and economic consequences of the conflict, the evolving role of the aristocracy,
and the impact of disease and famine offer a comprehensive picture of a world on the cusp of change.
Furthermore, his ability to weave together personal anecdotes with grand strategic overviews makes
the story accessible and engaging, even for those new to the subject. The ongoing relevance of
Sumption's work underscores the enduring power of well-researched and thoughtfully presented history
to illuminate the human condition across the centuries.

Access to Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War has quietly reshaped how people relate to
written knowledge. Reading is no longer confined to fixed schedules or specific places. Instead, it
adapts to personal routines, individual curiosity, and changing priorities.

What stands out most is control. Readers decide when to start, where to pause, and which parts
deserve more attention. This sense of control often leads to better focus and stronger retention,
especially when dealing with complex or layered material.

Unlike traditional reading habits that demand long, uninterrupted sessions, downloadable books
support flexible engagement. A chapter can be explored briefly, revisited later, and reflected upon over
time. Understanding develops gradually, shaped by repetition rather than pressure.

The reliability of PDF format reinforces this experience. Layout, diagrams, and references remain intact
across devices. Readers encounter the same structure each time, allowing ideas to feel familiar and
easier to navigate. This stability is particularly valuable for academic, instructional, and reference-
based content.
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Interaction further deepens involvement. Highlighting key passages or writing marginal notes turns
reading into an active process. Over time, the book reflects the reader’s evolving understanding,
capturing insights that may not surface during a single reading.

Search functionality adds practical value. Readers do not need to rely on memory alone. Important
sections can be located instantly, making the book useful both for study and quick consultation. This
efficiency encourages repeated use rather than one-time consumption.

Legitimate platforms play a vital role in maintaining quality and trust. Libraries, open-access
repositories, and academic institutions provide carefully curated collections. By relying on these
sources, readers ensure accuracy while supporting responsible distribution.

Affordability expands opportunity. When financial barriers are reduced, exploration increases. Readers
are more willing to engage with unfamiliar subjects, discover new perspectives, and broaden their
intellectual range without hesitation.

For students, this access supports consistent learning habits. Materials remain available beyond
classroom hours, allowing concepts to be reinforced at a comfortable pace. Notes and highlights stay
organized, helping structure revision and review.

Professionals use downloadable books differently. They approach them as tools rather than
assignments. Sections are consulted as needed, insights applied directly, and references revisited
when challenges arise. Learning integrates naturally into work routines.

Personal development also benefits. Reading becomes less about completion and more about
reflection. Ideas are allowed to linger, connect, and mature. Over time, this leads to a deeper
relationship with the subject matter.

Accessibility features quietly increase inclusivity. Adjustable display options and reading assistance
tools ensure that more people can engage comfortably. Knowledge becomes easier to approach
without drawing attention to limitations.

Organization supports continuity. A personal library grows alongside interests, preserving progress and
context. Returning to a familiar book feels seamless, even after long breaks.

There is also a shift in mindset. When access is consistent, learning feels less urgent and more
intentional. Readers engage because they want to, not because they must.

Global availability further enriches the experience. People from different backgrounds interact with the
same material, bringing diverse interpretations and insights. This shared access strengthens the
collective value of knowledge.

Over time, books stop feeling temporary. They remain available as references, reminders, and sources
of renewed understanding. The relationship extends beyond a single reading session.

Downloading Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War supports this evolving relationship. It
respects how people learn, adapt, and revisit ideas. The book remains present without demanding
attention, ready whenever curiosity returns.



What develops is not just familiarity with content, but confidence in learning itself. The reader knows
that understanding can grow gradually, shaped by patience and repeated engagement.

And in that steady rhythm—open, pause, return—knowledge finds its place naturally.

Questions & Answers About jonathan sumption hundred
years war

No Question Answer

1 What's the main argument
Jonathan Sumption makes about
the Hundred Years' War in his
extensive work?

Jonathan Sumption's central thesis is that the Hundred
Years' War was not a monolithic conflict, but rather a series
of overlapping and distinct wars driven by complex
dynastic, feudal, and personal rivalries, rather than a
singular nationalistic struggle. He emphasizes the agency of
individual actors and the unpredictable nature of medieval
warfare and politics.

2 Why is Jonathan Sumption's multi-
volume history of the Hundred
Years' War considered so
significant?

Sumption's work is acclaimed for its meticulous research,
deep engagement with primary sources, and narrative flair.
It offers a comprehensive and highly detailed account,
challenging earlier interpretations and providing a nuanced
understanding of the war's causes, conduct, and
consequences, particularly focusing on the early phases.

3 Does Sumption portray Edward III
as a heroic figure in his account
of the Hundred Years' War?

While acknowledging Edward III's ambition and military
successes, Sumption presents a more complex portrait than
a simple heroic narrative. He highlights Edward's personal
motivations, his often brutal tactics, and the significant
costs of his campaigns, suggesting a blend of strategic
vision and personal aggrandizement.

4 How does Sumption's approach
differ from older historians' views
on the Hundred Years' War?

Older interpretations often viewed the war through a
nascent nationalistic lens, focusing on English and French
identities. Sumption de-emphasizes this, stressing the
feudal loyalties, personal relationships between magnates,
and the mercenary nature of much of the fighting. He
portrays the conflict as more fluid and less ideologically
driven than previously thought.

5 What makes Sumption's writing
style stand out when discussing
such a vast historical event?

Sumption's writing is renowned for its literary quality. He
combines rigorous scholarship with vivid prose, bringing the
medieval world and its key figures to life. His narrative is
engaging and accessible, making the intricate details of the
Hundred Years' War understandable and compelling for a
broad audience.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War analysis, Jonathan Sumption medieval warfare Hundred Years
War, Hundred Years War tactics by Jonathan Sumption, Jonathan Sumption analysis of medieval battles,
Hundred Years War military strategy Jonathan Sumption, Jonathan Sumption chronicles the Hundred
Years War, Medieval warfare insights from Jonathan Sumption, Jonathan Sumption and the Hundred
Years War timeline, Strategies of war in the Hundred Years War by Jonathan Sumption, Jonathan
Sumption’s perspective on the Hundred Years War
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Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years
War eBook Resource

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks provide structured digital knowledge.

Core Discussion

Digital books help readers maintain productivity.

Practical Use

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks support consistent study routines.

Conclusion

Digital reading improves access to information.

From an educational standpoint, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks encourage active
reading through annotation, highlighting, and structured navigation tools.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks are widely used in professional development programs.

The long-term value of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks lies in their reusability and
adaptability.

Predictability improves reading efficiency.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks allow readers to revisit foundational concepts as their
understanding deepens.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks align with structured knowledge systems.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks are suitable for beginners seeking foundational
knowledge as well as advanced readers refining specific skills or deepening existing expertise.

Organizations rely on Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks for knowledge preservation.

This integration enhances knowledge management and recall.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks support standardized learning experiences.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks help bridge the gap between theory and practice
through structured explanations.

The adaptability of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks makes them suitable for diverse
audiences.

Structured layouts improve comprehension.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks democratize access to information by minimizing
production and distribution costs compared to traditional publishing models.



Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks help learners organize complex ideas.

Quick access to organized material improves decision-making efficiency.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks support sustainable learning practices by reducing
material waste.

The flexibility of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks allows learners to combine structured
study with real-world experimentation.

Consistent formatting allows readers to focus on content rather than navigation challenges.

Readers can incorporate Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks into daily routines without
significant time or space requirements.

Offline functionality ensures uninterrupted learning regardless of connectivity.

Many professionals rely on Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks for skill development,
ongoing education, and quick reference during real-world application.

Clear goals improve consistency.

They adapt to changing consumption patterns.

Offline availability supports uninterrupted study.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks support diverse learning styles by combining structured
text with optional multimedia references.

Font size, spacing, and display options enhance comfort and focus.

Baseline knowledge supports independent research.

By centralizing knowledge, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks reduce the need to search
across multiple fragmented resources.

Control over pace reduces pressure and increases retention.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks help bridge the gap between theory and practice
through structured explanations.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks contribute to a more efficient learning ecosystem.

Readers can return to Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks months or years after initial use.

With Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks, learners can personalize their reading experience
by adjusting font size, background color, and layout to improve comfort and comprehension.

By offering instant access, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks eliminate delays often
associated with traditional publishing and physical distribution.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks align with documentation-driven workflows.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks can be accessed offline after download, ensuring
uninterrupted learning even without internet access.

Anchored knowledge supports adaptability.

Readers can study Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War at their own pace, revisiting complex
sections while skipping familiar topics to optimize learning efficiency and personal relevance.
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Baseline knowledge supports independent research.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks serve as reliable reference materials that can be
revisited whenever questions arise.

For long-term projects, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks serve as stable reference
materials that can be revisited repeatedly.

Readers can easily navigate Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks using search, bookmarks,
and internal links.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks can be updated to reflect evolving standards.

Digital Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War books allow access across multiple devices, enabling
seamless transitions between desktop, tablet, and mobile reading environments without disrupting
learning continuity.

Resilient knowledge adapts over time.

For long-term projects, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks serve as stable reference
materials that can be revisited repeatedly.

Many learners report improved focus when using Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks due to
structured presentation.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks support offline access, enabling uninterrupted learning
without constant internet connectivity.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks are valued for their reliability.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks help bridge the gap between theory and applied
knowledge.

Reduced paper usage contributes to environmental efficiency.

Digital libraries replace bulky collections while preserving accessibility.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks support intentional learning by encouraging focused
reading.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks provide a reliable foundation for both academic study
and practical application.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks are designed to deliver stable and dependable
knowledge in a rapidly changing digital environment.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks support intentional learning by encouraging focused
reading.

Beginners and advanced learners alike benefit from flexible content depth.

Professionals often rely on Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks for ongoing skill
maintenance.

Predictability improves reading efficiency.

Through consistent formatting, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks improve reading speed
and comprehension.



Ultimately, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks offer an efficient, scalable, and future-ready
approach to knowledge consumption.

The continued adoption of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks reflects changing learning
preferences in the digital age.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks are suitable for academic and professional contexts.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks are often used in environments that value accuracy.

The structured format of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks helps learners follow logical
progressions from basic concepts to advanced applications.

Digital storage ensures content remains accessible without physical deterioration.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks allow readers to highlight, annotate, and bookmark key
sections, enhancing long-term retention and review efficiency.

Readers can study Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War at their own pace, revisiting complex
sections while skipping familiar topics to optimize learning efficiency and personal relevance.

Digital Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War books allow access across multiple devices, enabling
seamless transitions between desktop, tablet, and mobile reading environments without disrupting
learning continuity.

Digital storage ensures content remains accessible without physical deterioration.

For educators, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks provide a reliable medium to distribute
standardized learning materials consistently.

By centralizing knowledge, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks reduce the need to search
across multiple fragmented resources.

Digital materials eliminate printing and logistics expenses.

The portability of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks ensures that learning materials are
always available regardless of location or time constraints.

Compatibility with devices enhances accessibility.

Organizations often adopt Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks as part of internal training
programs due to their scalability and cost efficiency.

Accessible knowledge encourages lifelong learning.

Readers can incorporate Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks into daily routines without
significant time or space requirements.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks provide consistent formatting that reduces cognitive
load and improves reading flow.

Accessibility across age groups and experience levels enhances inclusivity.

Professionals using Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks can quickly refresh their knowledge
before meetings, presentations, or decision-making processes.

Many learners prefer Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks because they reduce physical
storage requirements.
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Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks align well with modern digital workflows and
productivity tools.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks are particularly valuable for independent learners who
prefer flexible and self-directed educational resources.

Updatable digital content ensures alignment with current standards and best practices.

Digital materials eliminate printing and logistics expenses.

Ultimately, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks represent a scalable, efficient, and future-
oriented approach to knowledge delivery.

Predictability improves reading efficiency.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks democratize access to information by minimizing
production and distribution costs compared to traditional publishing models.

By presenting information in a fixed and organized format, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War
eBooks help reduce ambiguity often found in fragmented online sources.

This integration enhances knowledge management and recall.

Standardization ensures consistent understanding.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks are frequently updated to reflect current standards,
practices, and emerging trends.

The portability of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks ensures that learning materials are
always available regardless of location or time constraints.

Readers can incorporate Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks into daily routines without
significant time or space requirements.

Organizations rely on Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks for knowledge preservation.

Compatibility with devices enhances accessibility.

Many learners report improved discipline when using Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks.

Consistent engagement with Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks helps reinforce learning
routines and intellectual discipline.

Revisions can be deployed without disruption.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks align well with modern digital workflows and
productivity tools.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks reduce time spent searching for reliable information.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks allow readers to highlight, annotate, and save important
sections, improving retention and long-term understanding.

This environmental benefit aligns with broader digital transformation initiatives.

Offline functionality ensures uninterrupted learning regardless of connectivity.

Digital learning through Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks aligns well with modern
productivity systems and digital note-taking tools.



Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks support modern reading habits by enabling short,
focused learning sessions that align with busy daily schedules and fragmented attention spans.

Many readers prefer Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks due to their flexibility and ability to
adapt to individual reading habits. Adjustable fonts, searchable text, and portable access significantly
improve comprehension and engagement.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks are effective tools for refreshing knowledge before
projects, meetings, or assessments.

Digital libraries replace bulky collections while preserving accessibility.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks serve as long-term knowledge assets rather than
temporary information sources.

Content depth can be revisited as understanding grows.

The digital format of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks supports efficient information
delivery without compromising depth or clarity.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks align with documentation-driven workflows.

Professionals often prefer Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks for reference-based learning.

The digital nature of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks makes distribution fast and
efficient, enabling instant access to updated information without the delays associated with print
publishing.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks reduce reliance on fragmented online sources by
consolidating information into structured formats.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks help bridge the gap between theory and applied
knowledge.

The adaptability of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks makes them suitable for beginners,
intermediate learners, and advanced professionals alike.

The accessibility of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks supports lifelong learning by making
knowledge available to users at any stage of their personal or professional development.

Strong foundations support advanced skill development.

Ultimately, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks represent a scalable, efficient, and future-
oriented approach to knowledge delivery.

Structure enhances clarity.

Digital materials eliminate printing and logistics expenses.

Consistency reduces cognitive load and enhances focus.

This autonomy encourages deeper understanding and reduces learning-related stress.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks improve long-term usability by remaining searchable.

The continued adoption of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks reflects changing learning
preferences in the digital age.

The searchable format of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks makes it easier to locate
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specific information without rereading entire chapters.

This flexibility allows knowledge acquisition to occur naturally throughout the day.

Students often find Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks easier to integrate into academic
routines because they can be accessed across multiple devices.

Businesses leverage Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks to onboard new employees
efficiently and consistently.

As technology evolves, Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks continue to offer stability.

Repeated exposure reinforces mastery.

Routine engagement builds learning momentum.

Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks support standardized learning experiences.

Platform independence enhances longevity.

Professionals using Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBooks can quickly refresh their knowledge
before meetings, presentations, or decision-making processes.

What is a Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF?
A PDF (Portable Document Format) is one of the most popular and reliable digital document formats in
the world. Developed by Adobe in the early 1990s, the PDF format was designed to solve a common
problem in digital documentation: maintaining a document’s original appearance regardless of the
device, software, or operating system used to open it. A Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF
ensures that text alignment, fonts, images, colors, charts, and layouts remain exactly as intended by
the creator.

Unlike editable document formats such as DOCX or TXT, PDFs are primarily intended for viewing,
sharing, and printing. This makes them ideal for professional, academic, and official purposes. A
Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF is often used for ebooks, study materials, tutorials,
research papers, manuals, contracts, brochures, reports, and official documents where content
integrity is essential.

One of the strongest advantages of a Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF is its universal
compatibility. PDFs can be opened on Windows, macOS, Linux, Android, iOS, and even directly in
modern web browsers without the need for special software. This universal support ensures that
anyone receiving the file will see the exact same content, regardless of their platform or device.

In addition, PDFs support advanced features such as embedded fonts, vector graphics, interactive
elements, hyperlinks, forms, digital signatures, bookmarks, and metadata. This makes the Jonathan
Sumption Hundred Years War PDF not just a static document, but a powerful and flexible medium for
information distribution. Security features such as password protection, encryption, and permission
control further enhance the reliability of PDFs for sensitive or proprietary content.

Why choose a Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF format?
There are many reasons why individuals and organizations prefer the Jonathan Sumption Hundred
Years War PDF format over other file types. First, PDFs preserve formatting perfectly, ensuring that
documents look professional and consistent. Second, they are compact and easy to share via email,



cloud storage, or messaging platforms. Third, PDFs are print-ready, meaning what you see on the
screen is exactly what you get on paper.

Another key advantage is long-term accessibility. PDFs are widely recognized as a standard format for
digital archiving. Many libraries, universities, and government institutions rely on PDFs to store
documents for years or even decades. A Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF created today is
likely to remain accessible far into the future.

How to create a Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF?
Creating a Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF is easier than ever thanks to modern software
and online tools. Below are several common and effective methods you can use:

1. Using Desktop Software:
Many popular word processing and design applications allow users to export or save documents
directly as PDFs. Microsoft Word, Google Docs, LibreOffice Writer, Apple Pages, Adobe InDesign, and
even PowerPoint all include built-in PDF export features. Simply create your document as usual, then
choose “Save as PDF” or “Export to PDF” from the file menu. This method ensures high-quality output
with accurate formatting.

2. Print to PDF Feature:
Most modern operating systems, including Windows, macOS, and Linux, offer a built-in “Print to PDF”
option. This feature allows you to convert virtually any printable document into a PDF file. When
printing, simply select “Print to PDF” as the printer. This method is especially useful for converting web
pages, invoices, or application outputs into a Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF without
additional software.

3. Online PDF Conversion Tools:
There are numerous web-based services that enable quick and easy PDF creation. Websites such as
Smallpdf, PDF24, iLovePDF, Zamzar, and Sejda allow users to upload documents and convert them into
PDFs within seconds. These tools are convenient when you do not have access to desktop software.
However, for sensitive data, it is important to review privacy policies before uploading files.

4. Mobile Applications:
Smartphone apps can also create a Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF. Applications like Adobe
Scan, Microsoft Lens, and CamScanner allow users to scan physical documents using a phone camera
and convert them into high-quality PDFs. This is especially useful for digitizing notes, receipts, or
printed materials while on the go.

Editing Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDFs
Although PDFs are designed to preserve content, editing a Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF
is still possible using specialized tools. Adobe Acrobat Pro is the most comprehensive solution, allowing
users to edit text, images, links, and page layouts directly within a PDF. Other popular tools include
PDFescape, Foxit PDF Editor, Nitro PDF, and Smallpdf.

Editing capabilities may vary depending on the software and the structure of the original PDF. Some
PDFs are created from scanned images, which require Optical Character Recognition (OCR) to convert
images into editable text. Additionally, protected PDFs may restrict editing, copying, or printing unless
the correct password or permissions are provided.
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For minor changes, such as adding comments, highlighting text, or inserting notes, free PDF readers
often include annotation tools. These features are useful for reviewing, studying, or collaborating on a
Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF without altering the original content.

Security and protection of Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDFs
Security is another major advantage of the PDF format. A Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF
can be protected with passwords to prevent unauthorized access. Permissions can be set to restrict
actions such as editing, copying text, or printing. Digital signatures can be added to verify authenticity
and ensure document integrity.

These security features make PDFs suitable for legal documents, contracts, certificates, and
confidential reports. However, it is important to store passwords securely and use strong encryption
settings when dealing with sensitive information.

Optimizing Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDFs for sharing
Large PDF files can be inconvenient to share or upload. Fortunately, many tools allow users to
compress PDFs without significantly reducing quality. Compression is especially useful for image-heavy
documents or scanned files. A well-optimized Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF loads faster,
uses less storage space, and is easier to distribute online.

Additionally, PDFs can be optimized for search engines by including selectable text, proper headings,
metadata, and internal links. This is particularly beneficial for educational materials, ebooks, and online
resources that rely on discoverability.

Additional Tips:
- Use bookmarks and a table of contents for long Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDFs to
improve navigation. - Highlight, underline, and annotate important sections when studying or reviewing
content. - Always keep an original editable version of your document before converting it to PDF. -
Compress large PDFs for faster downloads and easier sharing without noticeable quality loss. - Ensure
fonts are embedded to avoid display issues on different devices. - Regularly update your PDF software
to maintain compatibility and security.

In conclusion, a Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War PDF is a versatile, reliable, and professional
document format suitable for a wide range of purposes. Whether you are creating educational content,
sharing official documents, or archiving important information, PDFs provide consistency, security, and
universal accessibility. Understanding how to create, edit, protect, and optimize a Jonathan Sumption
Hundred Years War PDF will help you make the most of this powerful file format.


	Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War
	Jonathan Sumption's "The Hundred Years War": A Comprehensive Guide
	Jonathan Sumption and the Hundred Years' War: A Deep Dive into a Deﬁning Conﬂict
	The Genesis of a Century-Long Strife: Sumption's Unpacking of the War's Origins
	More Than Just Battles: Sumption's Focus on the Human Element of Warfare
	Key Figures and Their Motivations: Sumption's Character Studies
	The Shifting Tides of War: Sumption's Chronicle of Campaigns and Turning Points
	The Enduring Legacy: Sumption's Insights into the War's Long-Term Impact
	Why Jonathan Sumption's Work is Essential for Understanding the Hundred Years' War

	Jonathan Sumption’s The Hundred Years’ War: A Masterful Exploration of Medieval Conﬂict and Its Enduring Legacy
	Jonathan Sumption and the Hundred Years' War: A Masterclass in Medieval Conﬂict
	The Genesis of a Scholarly Obsession
	Illuminating the Dark Ages: Key Themes in Sumption's Work
	Why Sumption's Hundred Years' War Matters Today

	Questions & Answers About jonathan sumption hundred years war

	Jonathan Sumption Hundred Years War eBook Resource
	Core Discussion
	Practical Use
	Conclusion


